SUMMARY Neisseria lactamica was isolated from the genital tract of a young patient with a persistent vaginal discharge. Although infection with N lactamica occurs very rarely, the importance of complete biochemical identification of neisseriae is emphasised in view of the serious social and medicolegal consequences which could result from a misdiagnosis of gonorrhoea.
Introduction
Neisseria lactamica is similar to Neisseria meningitidis in many respects but differs in its relative lack of virulence and ability to utilise lactose.' Although meningococcal colonisation of the genital tract is recognised with increasing frequency2 3 there has only been one previous report of the isolation of N lactamica from a genital site. 4 This paper reports an additional isolation of N lactamica from the genital tract and emphasises its rarity. In view of the laboratory findings, the patient was given a 10-day course of cotrimoxazole (4 tablets daily) for her urinary tract infection. When she attended for follow up two weeks later, the urinary symptoms had resolved and her MSSU culture gave a negative result. The vaginal discharge remained troublesome and two high vaginal swabs (one taken at follow up and another a month later) showed large numbers of Bacteroides fragilis and anaerobic streptococci. Neisseriae were not seen in or cultured from any further specimens. 325 In view of the persistence of the vaginal discharge after the disappearance of N lactamica from the genital tract it is unlikely that this organism contributed to the patient's symptoms. The anaerobic streptococci and Bacteroides fragilis were probably more important in this respect, although their relationship to troublesome vaginal symptoms is not well understood. 7 The rarity with which N lactamica is isolated from the genital tract is emphasised by our failure to isolate it from over 20 000 patients attending a sexually transmitted diseases clinic over the last five years. Nevertheless, in view of the more frequent occurrence of meningococci in the genital tract,2 3 this report reinforces the view that full biochemical identification of oxidase-positive Gram-negative diplococci growing on selective medium is necessary to avoid the serious social and medicolegal consequences which could result from a misdiagnosis of gonorrhoea. 
